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Michael C. Hill : Cannibal Capitalism: How Big Business and The Feds Are Ruining America  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Cannibal Capitalism: How Big Business 
and The Feds Are Ruining America: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Truly Fresh Perspective on Economy and Our FutureBy 
Cyrus"Irrespective of free market dogma, economic self-interest that is exclusively individualistic will inevitably work 
against the common interest." - Michael C. HillThis book is not your typical right-wing or left-wing rant. From page 
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one, the pragmatism of a businessman not married to any political ideology was obvious. It lays out what works, what 
doesn't, and why. With the optimism of an entrepreneur, Hill lays out a path to rejuvenate the economy, for small 
businesses and communities to benefit from globalization, and to achieve energy independence without polluting the 
planet. With so much blathering rhetoric flying around since the Great Recession, Cannibal Capitalism strikes a 
resonant chord reverberating from the Tea Party to the Occupy Wall Street movement.The book is divided into three 
sections:"What's Wrong with This Picture", "How Did We Get Here?", and "Where Are We Going?" Cannibal 
Capitalism begins with Hill's own experience losing a fortune in the housing crisis. He wrote, "I had to retrace my 
steps. I had to understand the market forces that drove my success, or the illusion of it, as well as its collapse--not just 
for me, but for everyone caught up in this economy." From there he lays out the most succinct explanation of the 
economic collapse and the lessons it provides. Having read his detailed timeline covering every significant economic 
development from January 2007 through December of 2008, I can honestly say that I know exactly what happened and 
how.The second section reviews the genesis of modern economic thought and the history of opposing ideologies. Hill 
details the arc from Adam Smith to John Maynard Keynes to Milton Friedman and if those names aren't familiar to 
you that's fine because the discussion is easy to follow. Oddly Friedrich Hayek was not discussed as much as his 
disciple Friedman, perhaps because the latter economist brought more attention and excitement to Hayek's ideology 
than Hayek himself, particularly during the Reagan administration.The final section is what takes Cannibal Capitalism 
from a fascinating read to a powerful tool to make the world a better place. Tackling healthcare, education, energy, 
and globalization, he sets out bold ideas for the 21st century as well as how regular people can navigate the new 
normal. As Dr. Schramm wrote on the back jacket, "Anyone concerned with the serious issues and possible solutions 
facing our economy should read this book."Who's right? Who's wrong? Friedman? Keynes? Conservatives? Liberals? 
Income and wealth disparity, industry consolidation, anticompetitive business practices, off-shoring, political 
ideological extremism, and the hoarding of cash are destroying the wealth-building capacity of the nation, faith in the 
American dream, and the promise of meritocracy. The trajectory of the nation is off-target from the ideals of either 
libertarianism or utilitarianism. According to Hill we are in the grips of cannibal capitalism, which serves neither the 
utility of the nation nor the liberty of its people. THIS IS A MUST READ!2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Outstanding analysis with ambitious, serious solutions.By CustomerCannibal Capitalism is not just another 
book on the financial crisis of 2007-2008. It's a first hand, personal account of the factors that have put the US 
economy on its knees for the average citizen. This is an important book.Author Michael C. Hill is not a reporter; he 
writes from his perspective as the owner of a $40 million business, a specialty home building firm at the time the 
housing bubble burst. Hill also provides a helpful history of the American Capitalist system, and how it has broken 
down. So as we learn from him, we also realize how he suffered as a result of the crisis. Hill looks deeply and 
critically at many factors, including economic, political, technological and environmental, that have influenced our 
decline.But Hill doesn't just complain or describe the problems and underlying causes. He provides thoughtful and 
provocative potential solutions that offer hope and a positive path forward: fortify and expand the middle-class 
(instead of wealth concentration); encouraging small business growth; expanding educational opportunity and focus on 
increasing skills needed in the workplace; provide universal health care; invest in renewable energy sources, and other 
ambitious, serious and far-reaching proposals.Most notable for me, aside from the depth and breadth of his proposed 
solutions, is the personal and moral tone and approach. Hill doesn't pretend that his public policy prescriptions will be 
easy to follow, but he argues forcefully that they are the right thing to do.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. This has changed the way I look at money and economicsBy JEGWe have to change and we can do better! I 
have never read a book on economics before, but I could totally follow this book. The writer, Hill, lays it all out from 
his personal economic collapse to the Great Recession. He potently makes the case about how we need to make 
capitalism work for all of us.Touching on everything from education to energy, this book is a valuable roadmap to a 
more prosperous America.

An unbiased look at how the economic practices of corporations, leaders, and government are severely damaging the 
American way of life Most of us have lived our lives by the rulesmdash;going to school, investing in real estate, and 
building careersmdash;but the so-called Great Recession has changed everything. Cannibal Capitalism: How Big 
Business and the Feds Are Ruining America answers the questions on everyone's lips; what happened and where do 
we go from here? Unlike in most other recent instances of financial turbulence, when this crisis hit, the country turned 
on itself economically, with the powerhousesmdash;corporations, business leaders, and governmentmdash;throwing 
the everyman under the bus. In an effort to avoid becoming slightly less rich, the super-rich effectively cannibalized 
the true engines of growth in the economy, in the process putting the bottom ninety-nine percent of the population at 
serious risk of losing everything. Cannibal Capitalism fights back, arguing that to really recover we need to educate 
our children, invest in our small businesses, use our inflated money to develop real things that build real wealth, and 
get back to exporting in a big way. Takes a thoughtful look at how income and wealth disparity, industry 
consolidation, anticompetitive business practices, political ideological extremism, and the hoarding of existing wealth 
are destroying the wealth building capacity of the nation and the promise of ideal capitalism Examines the financial 



crisis and its fallout in a clear, no-nonsense way Explains what we can do to fix a broken system and come out on top 
The economic crisis rocking the foundations of the international financial system has had a disproportionately 
devastating affect on the average person. Angry, afraid, and confused, regular people are looking for answers and 
Cannibal Capitalism is here to help, illustrating how the super-rich did everything in their power to stay safe at the 
expense of everyone else.


