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Amintore Fanfani : Catholicism, Protestantism, and Capitalism  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Catholicism, Protestantism, and Capitalism: 

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. indispensibleBy scrivenerThis book is indispensible for 
understanding the development of economic systems of Europe and America in the past few hundred years and some 
fundamental cultural distinctions between Continental Europe and the Anglo-American sphere of influence.Few books 
I have ever read integrate so well religion, politics, economy, and culture into a seamless fabric of social observation. 
Fewer still provide as accurate of a model for understanding the development and operation of the modern linguistic 
conflicts and sloganeering which revolves around regulation of economic activity.This book is a must for readers 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B004EEOD9C


emergent from the idealistic haze of liberterianism who want to reintegrate the importance of human groups and 
religious belief systems into their thinking. Its also mandatory for contemporary "conservatives" and republicans who 
may wish to add some real social ethics into their political philsophy rather than just letting the international free trade 
lobby do their thinking for them.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Ranks with Weber and MarxBy 
Moten SwingA stunningly erudite and well argued polemic about how the traditional arguments of the Catholic church 
were overcome, paving the way for the modern capitalist system.5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. The 
Anti-Novak Catholic Economic HistorianBy James G. Bruen Jr.Amintore Fanfani possessed strong academic expertise 
and real world experience - this professor of economic history also served as the Prime Minister of Italy and the 
President of the UN General Assembly. This work first appeared in the 1930s in Italian and in English translation. As 
such, parts can seem dated, but don't let that stop you from reading the book. Fanfani's analysis is deep and trenchant, 
a persuasive presentation on the hostility between Catholicism and the capitalist spirit.If you read Fanfani, be sure to 
purchase this edition. Fanfani's anaylsis is the antithesis of Michael Novak's (Novak wrote an intro to an earlier 
edition, trashing it). IHS Press's preface takes on Novak directly. "This new edition of Fanfani's work is intended to 
appeal to a range of people who, regardless of Novak's position, are predisposed to second thoughts about the way 
capitalism works." Let me add: If you're impressed by Novak, you owe it to yourself to consider this antidote.

This classic work is an exhaustive philosophical, historical, and religious look at the relationship between Catholic and 
Protestant religious doctrine and both the historical and ideological growth of capitalism. Starting with a definition of 
capitalism, Fanfani examines how that definition squares with Catholic and Protestant teaching. He then looks at the 
historical development of the capitalistic mindset or mentality, and examines the growth of the mindset historically in 
light of both the Protestant and Catholic doctrine on economic life. This text will be of interest to all students of 
economic thought, philosophy, and Catholic or Christian studies.

"I deeply admire what you're doing, and look forward to reading more of your books." -- Jeff Rubin, editor, 
Conservative Book Club, January 28, 2004"[L]iterary masterpieces . . . worth a college degree in economics." -- The 
Wanderer"[T]ruly a service to the Catholic intellectual world that IHS Press has republished . . . this classic text." -- 
Dr. Peter Chojnowski, Catholic Family News, December 1, 2003Language NotesText: English, Italian 
(translation)About the AuthorAmintore Fanfani was an Italian politician who served as prime minister of Italy six 
times and president of the United Nations General Assembly (1965). A professor of political economics, he was 
nominated a life senator in 1972 and became president of the Italian Senate. He was a member of the Christian 
Democratic Party. He died in Rome on November 21, 1999. Dr. Charles M. A. Clark is a professor of economics at 
Tobin College of Business, St. John's University. Dr. Giorgio Campanini is professor of the history of political thought 
at the University of Parma, Italy. He has written several books on political and ethical subjects, including the Catholic 
political thought of the 19th and 20th centuries (covering figures such as Rosmini, Mounier, Maritain, Sturzo, and 
Mazzolari). He is the author of The Burden of the Camel: The Christian Between Wealth and Poverty. 


