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Eric Harwit : China's Telecommunications Revolution  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised China's Telecommunications Revolution: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. The Best Source On The SubjectBy David WolfHaving just spent 
two months researching the development of China's telecommunications equipment industry here in Beijing, I can tell 
you that of all of the sources I have come across, Dr. Harwit's book is by far and away the best. He has done the brutal 
spadework with officials, experts, and original documents and has come up with the definitive work on this 
industry.Why is this important? Because of all of China's industries, the telecommunications business will be the first 
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to break out of the cycle of dependency on foreign brands and become global leaders in their own right. 
Telecommunications will lead China into the 21st century, and understanding this industry is essential for all of us. 
Five stars.

China's telecommunications industry has seen revolutionary transformation and growth over the past three decades. 
Chinese Internet users number nearly 150 million, and the PRC expects to quickly pass the US in total numbers of 
connected citizens. The number of mobile and fixed-line telephone users soared from a mere 2 million in 1980 to a 
total of nearly 800 million in 2007. China has been the most successful developing nation in history for 
spreadingtelecommunications access at an unparalleled rapid pace.This book tells how China conducted its remarkable 
"telecommunications revolution". It examines both corporate and government policy to get citizens connected to both 
voice and data networks, looks at the potential challenges to the one-party government when citizens get this access, 
and considers the new opportunities for networking now offered to the people of one of the world's fastest growing 
economies.The book is based on the author's fieldwork conducted in several Chinese cities, as well as extensive 
archival research. It focuses on key issues such as building and running the country's Internet, mobile phone company 
rivalry, foreign investment in the sector, and telecommunications in China's vibrant city of Shanghai. It also considers 
the country's internal "digital divide", and questions how equitable the telecommunications revolution has been. 
Finally, it examines the ways the PRC's entryto the World Trade Organization will shape the future course of 
telecommunications growth.

"China's Telecommunication Revolution will be the benchmark study for students, researchers and scholars of China's 
media and telecommunications. It will be an essential reading in courses on global media policy and regional 
development. In addition, Harwit's book is clearly written, making it accessible for non-academic readers interested in 
China's policy-making institutions."--Michael Keane (QUT), Queensland University of Technology's "China-East 
Asia-Media-New Media" Publications s"Overall, this study is comprehensive; it offers a glbal perspective on 
telecommunicaitons policy in addition to describing China's own path in building its communications infrastructure. ... 
The book provides much useful data, while being careful in its use of such, given the volatility of the markets... 
China's Telecommunication Revolution will be the benchmark study for students, researchers and scholars of China's 
media and telecommunications. It should also become essential reading in courses on global media policy and regional 
development."--The China JournalAbout the AuthorEric Harwit is Professor of Asian Studies at the University of 
Hawaii. A 1984 graduate of Cornell University, he received a diploma from the University of International Business 
and Economics in Beijing in 1990, and his Ph.D. in political science from the University of California at Berkeley in 
1992.Professor Harwit is a frequent speaker at international conferences, including the World Economic Forum 
regional conference in Beijing, the Harvard Asia Business Conference, and the Yale University Business in China 
conference. He and his work have been cited in Time magazine, Business Week, The Economist, Asian Wall Street 
Journal, National Public Radio, and other print and broadcast media outlets. 


