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Edward J. Renehan Jr. : Commodore: The Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Commodore: The Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. CommodoreBy G David MooseFair, could have been more detailed. 
I'll be reading more on the subject of the Vanderbilt family in the near future.7 of 7 people found the following review 
helpful. A boring catlogueBy M. LichtensteinI made a mistake. I thought his was the highly praised life of Vanderbilt. 
It was not . The one I should have read was "The First Tycoon". This book is a dreary list of shipping in the Atlantic 
and railroads in the East in the first half of the 19th Century. It tells nothing really of what Vanderbilt was all about or 
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what his times were like.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It's Only OkayBy Gary DA little tedious 
reading although it might be of more interest to a New Yorker. Having never been there, I couldn't fathom all the 
geographical references. Seems hard to believe that the Commordore was able to build such a vast fortune in the way 
he did during his lifetime.

Armed with a trove of previously unreleased archives, Edward J. Renehan Jr. offers a compelling portrait of Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, who built large shipping and rail enterprises into cornerstones of the American economy, and amassed one 
of the greatest fortunes the world has ever known. This is the definitive biography of a man whose influence on 
American business was unsurpassed in his daymdash;or any other.


