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Jennifer Dawn Farley : Duke Homestead and the American Tobacco Company (No Series)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Duke Homestead and the American 
Tobacco Company (No Series): 

Shaped by the Duke family?s influence and the production of bright leaf tobacco, Durham, North Carolina, over time, 
has transformed from the ?Bull City? to the ?City of Medicine.? Duke Homestead and the American Tobacco 
Company showcases the effect of both tobacco and the Duke family in Durham. The Duke family?s fortunes grew 
alongside those of the city as they rose from tobacco farmers to founders of the American Tobacco Company and 
influential philanthropists. Duke University, Duke Hospital, and Duke Energy as well as local churches, orphanages, 
textile mills, banks, and railroads can all trace their roots to the Duke family. The American Tobacco Company was 
the largest tobacco manufacturer in the world as well as one of the 12 founding members of the Dow Jones Industrial 
Average. From its founding in 1890, the American Tobacco Company was a major employer in the area, bringing 
income and a higher quality of life to those employed there, regardless of race or gender.

About the AuthorAuthor Jennifer Dawn Farley manages Duke Homestead State Historic Site in Durham, North 
Carolina, and has worked with the North Carolina Division of State Historic Sites since 1998. With degrees from the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and North Carolina State University, Farley's research focus includes the 
history of Durham and the Duke family. 
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