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Mel Van Elteren : Labor and the American Left: An Analytical History  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Labor and the American Left: An Analytical History: 

According to public opinion data over the past decade, most Americans hold center-left attitudes regarding key 
economic and social policy issues. Recent polls even show significant support of ldquo;socialismrdquo; among 
American adults, especially self-identified Democrats and the ldquo;millennial generation.rdquo; At the same time, the 
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focus of the mass media has been on a widespread right-wing ldquo;populism,rdquo; while movements on the left 
seem to lack political clout. In order to better understand this dichotomy, this book explores relations between 
organized labor and left-wing parties and movements in America at crucial junctures from the 1870s to the present. 
Providing fresh insight into current political developments, it highlights emerging alternatives and major challenges 
facing labor and the left today.
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