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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Insightful!By Rolf DobelliAllen J. Scott's short, scholarly book 
makes a compelling case for the future growth of regional economies and explains the key role they are likely to play 
in shaping future global political and economic development. Though written in dense, academic language, the book 
makes its points clearly and supports them with research, theory and statistics. Scott's guidelines for `regional 
directorates' reflect many experiments that are already under way around the world, and seeks to capture the best 
features of each. If his basic idea is correct, then a conscious effort to build regional institutions should speed 
economic development and reduce world economic stresses. This book is heavy reading, but it is concise and to the 
point. We [...] recommend it to executives in multinational corporations, entrepreneurs thinking about where to locate, 
urban planners, civic leaders and government officials - in short, anyone who wants to promote or profit from regional 
economic development.

The steady globalization of economic activity over the last few decades has intensified the assertion of the region as a 
critical locus of economic order and as a potent foundation of competitive advantage. This book is a wide-ranging 
exploration of the economic logic and political meaning of such developments. It presents the economic geography of 
the modern world as an emerging global mosaic of regional systems of production and exchange.

"...a short, dense, precisely articulated treatise of the urban world as seen through the lens of the metropolitan 
development experience in the United States....Scott covers considerable ground, synthesizing and applying more than 
20 years of his own work to the question of urban regional development at the end of the twentieth century."--
Economic GeographyAbout the AuthorAllen J. Scott is at University of California, Los Angeles. 


