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Dennis F. Thompson : Restoring Responsibility: Ethics in Government, Business, and Healthcare  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Restoring Responsibility: 
Ethics in Government, Business, and Healthcare: 

In this important collection of essays Dennis Thompson argues for a more robust conception of responsibility in public 
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life than prevails in contemporary democracies. He suggests that we should stop thinking so much about public ethics 
in terms of individual vices (such as selfishness or sexual misconduct) and start thinking about it more in terms of 
institutional vices (such as abuse of power and lack of accountability). Combining theory and practice with many 
concrete examples and proposals for reform, these essays could be used in courses in applied ethics or political theory 
and will be read by professionals and graduate students in schools of political science, public policy, law, public 
health, journalism and business.

"...This fine volume presents the problems and offers worthwhile and insightful suggestions. Highly recommended." 
CHOICE May 2005About the AuthorDennis F. Thompson is Alfred North Whitehead Professor of Political 
Philosophy and Professor of Government in the Faculty of Arts and Sciences, and Professor of Public Policy in the 
Kennedy School of Government at Harvard University. 


