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James R. Barth, Gerard Caprio, Ross Levine : Rethinking Bank Regulation: Till Angels Govern  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rethinking Bank Regulation: 
Till Angels Govern: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Rethinking bank regulationsBy Adalberto Palma Gomezthorough 
and informative, a must to financial supervisors...I had a chance to meet one of the authors and his drive and 
knowledge are fantastic.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Readability is a problem.By Jim DavisAll 
the references are right in the text, rather than foot or end-noted. This decreases readability. This is not a novel, it is an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01DM27VO0


academic treatise.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Climbing Everest to Touch AirBy Sukie BeeThe 
authors put a lot of hard work into arriving at the common sense conclusion that one side does not fit all in public 
policy. The book is mind opening not so much for its findings as for its methodology.

This volume assembles and presents a database on bank regulation in over 150 countries (included also on CD). It 
offered the first comprehensive cross-country assessment of the impact of bank regulation on the operation of banks, 
and assesses the validity of the Basel Committee's influential approach to bank regulation. The treatment also provides 
an empirical evaluation of the historic debate about the proper role of government in the economy by studying bank 
regulation and analyzes the role of politics in determining regulatory approaches to banking. The data also indicate 
that restrictions on the entry of banks, government ownership of banks, and restrictions on bank activities hurt banking 
system performance. The authors find that domestic political factors shape both regulations and their effectiveness.

"...three economist, James Barth, Gerard Caprio and Ross Levine, have published a book...which analyses the attempts 
by governments around the world to make the banking system safe from calamities...." -The Economist"This volume 
presents a new database on banking regulations in more than 150 countries. It offers the first comprehensive cross-
country assessment of the impact of bank regulation on the operation of banks, and assesses the validity of the Basel 
Committee's influential approach to the bank regulation." -Abstracts of Public Administration, Development, and 
EnvironmentAbout the AuthorJames R. Barth is the Lowder Eminent Scholar in Finance at Auburn University and a 
Senior Finance Fellow at the Milken Institute. He has also been Professor of Economics at George Washington 
University, Associate Director of the economics program at the National Science Foundation, and Shaw Foundation 
Professor of Banking and Finance at Nanyang Technological University. Professor Barth was an appointee of 
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H. W. Bush as Chief Economist of the Office of Thrift Supervision and 
previously as Chief Economist of the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. Most recently, he served as leader of an 
international team advising the People's Bank of China on banking reform from Fall 2002 to Spring 2004. He has 
authored more than 100 articles in professional journals and has written and edited several books. His research focuses 
on financial institutions and capital markets, both domestic and global, with special emphasis on regulatory 
issues.Gerard Caprio, Jr. is Professor of Economics at Williams College. Until 2006 he worked at the World Bank, 
most recently as Director for Policy in the Financial Sector Vice Presidency, previously serving as Manager, Financial 
Sector Research, in the Bank's Development Research Group. He was the senior Bank spokesperson on financial 
markets and financial sector regulation, development, and reform. Prior to joining the Bank in 1988, Professor Caprio 
was Vice President and Head of Global Economics at JP Morgan, previously holding economist positions at the 
Federal reserve Board, the IMF, and also teaching at George Washington University. His current research explores the 
links between financial sector regulation and supervision and the performance of financial institutions, as well as 
financial crises. He has worked on financial sectors in numerous countries around the world, including Africa, South 
and East Asia, Eastern Europe, and Latin America. Professor Caprio has authored or edited 11 volumes and over 50 
papers on financial sector issues.Ross Levine is Professor of Economics at Brown University. After receiving his Ph. 
D. in economics and working at the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, Professor Levine moved to 
the World Bank. There he participated and managed a number of research and operational programs. In 1997 
Professor Levine joined the University of Virginia, before moving to the finance department of the Carlson School of 
Management at the University of Minnesota in 1999. His work focuses on the links between financial sector policies, 
the operation of financial systems, and economic growth. Professor Levine has published articles in well-known 
journals such as the American Economic , Quarterly Journal of Economics, Journal of Finance, Journal of Monetary 
Economics, Journal of Financial Intermediation, Journal of Money, Credit, and Banking, Journal of Banking and 
Finance, Journal of Economic Perspectives, and the Journal of Economic Literature. He also co-authored Financial 
Structure and Economic Growth: A Cross-Country Comparison of Banks, Markets, and Development (2001). 


