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Peter Pigott : Sailing Seven Seas: A History of the Canadian Pacific Line  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sailing Seven Seas: A History of the Canadian Pacific Line: 

13 of 13 people found the following review helpful. Not worth the paper written on.By blueknightAs a lover of 
ships/ocean liners and Canadian Pacific in particular, I found this book to be of no use or enjoyment. To his credit, the 
author does state in the preface that he is no seaman and his passion is aircraft. I found from the onset of reading this 
book that there were far too many errors and mistakes in reference to ships, dates and events to prove his lack of 
knowledge on the subject. It should have had a person of shipping interest verify and proofread before publishing. A 
minor error here or there can be excused, but not contiuous confusion. A couple of examples, like when refering to a 
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great "Empress" liner, like the Empress of Britain of 1931, but it is obvious he is talking about the first Empress of 
Britain of 1900. The Empress of Canada of the 1920's mistaken for the one of 1961, and so on. Stating that the 
Vaterland/Leviathan was a holder of the blue ribband (never was) and that the Royal Voyage of 1939 departed from 
Quebec City...and so on and so on the errors go. If you are looking for a story about the life of some crew members 
and a general but not too accurate description of the era...you might enjoy this book. If you are a ship lover and want a 
good book about CP ships..wait until another book comes along.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. A 
treasure of inaccuracy.By Vincent R. PasquantonioThis guy knows nothing about ships, and clearly very little about 
these ships, and doesn't seem to care about them. A treasure of inaccuracy.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerBook met my expectations of a general history of Canadian Pacific marine history.

With a witty and informative style, Pigott evokes not only the nostalgic heyday of ocean travel but reveals a slice of 
almost-forgotten Canadiana in this study of the Canadian Pacific Line. From the stifling steerage quarters to the 
elegant drawing rooms, shore dwellers and old salts alike will be delighted.

Commencing effectively in 1893 and finally withering away in 2001, the CPL operated for most of a century. It was 
an exciting and fascinating voyage. The author describes it well. The book is also a useful case study of a business 
dominated by an inability to adapt to technological and generational change. Therersquo;s a lot to be learned from this 
history. (Work Boat World)The author is a superb writer, and the story is an engaging one. (Alberta History)From the 
Inside FlapWith a witty and informative style, Pigott evokes not only the nostalgic heyday of ocean travel but reveals a 
slice of almost-forgotten Canadiana in this study of the Canadian Pacific Line. From the stifling steerage quarters to 
the elegant drawing rooms, shore dwellers and old salts alike will be delighted.About the AuthorPeter Pigott was born 
in England and grew up in India and Canada. After a career in the Department of Foreign Affairs, he became Canada's 
most prolific aviation author and among his accomplishments are the histories of Air Canada, Trans Canada Airlines 
and Canadian Airlines. He is the author of From Far and Wide, Sailing Seven Seas, Canada in Sudan, and many more 
books. He lives in Ottawa. 


