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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Ethics Should be Taught by an Ethical PersonBy WomanI'm 
completely surprised to see a book on ethics by this LMU instructor whom I know to not have acted ethically with 
students. Seriously? At least walk your talk, make amends or something before pronouncing oneself as an ethics 
guru.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. The Heart of a WriterBy A CustomerThere are so many 
reasons to become a writer. There are perhaps fewer reasons to become a screenwriter. Obiously one thinks one has 
something important to say.Ms. Beker cuts to the quick in a fun almost mystical zen-like way. She does not assume 
that just because you think you have something to say that you know what it is you are really saying. Here's where the 
obvious becomes not so obvious.Especially when 'directing' the action-image of the message that you are relating 
through your screenplay, the obvious can become completely obscured.The exercises she takes you through to clarify 
your thoughts and feelings about your message add depth to the writing process.The book is a valuable tool for the 
student or the seasoned writer.There is a remarkable sense of solidity when your feet meet the ground of your 
conscience.

Screenwriting With a Conscience: Ethics for Screenwriters is for screenwriters who care deeply about what they write; 
who are aware that movie images matter and can influence audiences; and who want to create meaningful screenplays 
that make powerful statements while entertaining and winning over audiences. A user-friendly guide to ethical 
screenwriting, this book makes the case that social responsibility is endemic to public art while it emphatically 
champions First Amendment rights and condemns censorship.In this dynamic and practical volume, author Marilyn 
Beker provides methods for self-assessment of values, ideas, and ethical stances, and demonstrates the application of 
these values to the development of plot, character, and dialogue. Screenwriters are introduced to ethical decision 
making models and shown--through specific film examples--how they can be utilized in plot and character 
development. In addition, specific techniques and exercises are supplied to help screenwriters determine the difference 
between "good" and "evil," to write realistic and compelling characters based on this determination, and to present 
"messages" and write dialogue powerfully without preaching. This book also puts forth a livable work philosophy for 
dealing with the ethics of the screenwriting business, and presents a viable personal philosophy for surviving in the 
screenwriting world.Screenwriting With a Conscience: Ethics for Screenwriters is an indispensible, dynamic guide for 
the ethics-conscious screenwriter. It is intended for screenwriters at the student and professional level, and is 
appropriate for beginning to graduate screenwriting courses in film and English programs, and for film courses dealing 
with Ethics in the Media.


