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Frederic B. Hill : Ships, Swindlers, and Scalded Hogs: The Rise and Fall of the Crooker Shipyard in Bath,
Maine before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ships,
Swindlers, and Scalded Hogs: The Rise and Fall of the Crooker Shipyard in Bath, Maine:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. MARITIME HISTORY RENDERED BEAUTIFULLY By James
DelgadoThe best history is oft focused on personal, human stories. Fred Hill has done aterrific job of bringing what


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01H63QM2I

for some might be arcane and obscure maritime history into wonderful detail, with an strong voice that is compelling.
The research is meticulous, the writing very good, and the book is a hard one to put down.0 of 2 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Island Gal Great book, local interest! 1 of 1 people found the following review
helpful. Excellent history of amajor shipbuilding enterprise in MaineBy Jim Spencer on Cape CodThisis afascinating
history of one of the most successful shipbuilding familiesin the Maine city that was, at that time in the nineteenth
century, building more wooden sailing ships than any other. It is detailed and meticulously researched but very
enjoyable to read. The reasons for the success of the company are well presented and the competitive trading situation,
during this period, is unique in our history.The personalities of the major family members and the issues that led,
ultimately to the collapse of the business are thoroughly discussed and show the careful research of the author. It is
unusual to have such an engaging history of an important business from beginning to its end.

Brothers William Donnell Crooker and Charles Crooker were among the most prominent mid-nineteenth-century
shipbuildersin Bath, Maine, itself one of the most prominent shipbuilding cities in the world during that time. This
colorful history of the Crookers company by the great-great grandson of William Donnell provides a thorough
overview of afamily, its contributions to shipbuilding, and the historic sweep of shipbuilding in the area, aswell asa
fascinating glimpse into everyday life in Maine during thistime. Today, a small portion of Maine's twenty-first-
century shipbuilder, Bath Iron Works, occupies land that was once the Crooker yard.

About the AuthorFrederic B. Hill was areporter, correspondent and editorial writer forThe Baltimore Sun from 1965
to 1985, including tours in London and Paris, covering Europe and southern Africa. After two years asforeign affairs
director for Sen. Charles McC. Mathias, Jr., he joined the State Department in 1986 and established the Office of
Special Programs, which conducted policy planning exercises and roundtabl e discussions on political/military,
economic, and global issues.A native of Maine and graduate of Bowdoin College, he and his wife Marguerite livein
Arrowsic, Maine and Baltimore, Maryland. He serves on the board of directors of Mainersquo;s First Ship, a non-
profit organization building areconstruction of Virginia, one of the first ships built in America at Popham Beach in
1608. William Donnell Crooker, one of the principal figuresin ldquo;Ships, Swindlers, and Scalded Hogs,rdquo; was
his great-great grandfather.



