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Roger L. Shaffer : Spindletop unwound: A True Story of Greed, Ambition and Murder in the First Degree 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spindletop unwound: A 
True Story of Greed, Ambition and Murder in the First Degree: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It would have made great fiction!By KarenBetter than any night 
soap!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CindyLoved it. Had it read in 3 days.6 of 6 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00DVHYCNU


people found the following review helpful. The Original Texas "Land Deal"By A Customer"What a tangled web we 
weave, when we practice to make a quick buck!" If you like dealing in real estate, you're going to love this book. 
Shaffer's surgical precision in slicing this juicy story open slowly and humorously was impressive. I now know more 
about the conveyance of real estate, East Texas history, and lawyers' greed than I ever thought I wanted to know! But 
after reading this book, now I am curious about what is next door to Spindletop. More oil? More killings? Maybe 
Shaffer will tell us in another book?

Well documented by public records, actual court reports, and newspaper accounts, this book is a true story of greed, 
ambition and murder in the first degree.

From the Back CoverThrough a Mexican land grant in 1834, William Humphries obtained a parcel of land near 
Beaumont, Texas. Although his purported heirs claim that land was never sold, in 1883, through a strange set of 
circumstances, W.P.H. McFaddin became the landowner of record. At the turn of the century Captain Anthony Lucas, 
an immigrant from Austria, leased the land and on January 10, 1901, brought in the well that would be regarded as the 
[mother of all gushers.] Spindletop's gusher drew more people to the oil patch than the California or Klondike gold 
rushes, and the Texas oil industry leaped into life. Spindletop attracted big names and big money. And the fortune 
produced by Spindletop fueled a ninety-year attack for ownership and mineral rights to the Humphries' original parcel 
of land. There was Texas-sized trouble brewing. Well documented by public records, actual court reports, and 
newspaper accounts, Spindletop Unwound is a true story of greed, ambition, and murder in the first degree. 


